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The deadline for the
June issue of the
Union Press is May
8th, Please be
prompt!
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Psalm 19:1 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament
proclaims his handiwork.

Spring is truly here. The days have grown longer. The temperatures are
warmer. Birds have returned from their winter homes. There is an army of
ants marching through my kitchen. Ah, the telltale signs of the season. Yes,
while spring technically began in March the sloppy mixture of snow and
sleet we received during the second week of April convinced me otherwise.
But now, spring is indisputably here.

Why do I celebrate this? As much as I love snow we aren’t always
guaranteed that much of it here in Pennsylvania, and my recollection is
that, more years than not, January and February tend to be bleak, dreary,
and cold. They feel like they’ll never end. But when spring comes in its
fullness it is as though a spell has been broken, as though a new era has
dawned. With the birth of new animals, the blooming of flowers, and the
first fruits of a new year, it feels like an experience of new life, or
resurrection.

The Psalmist writes that the skies proclaim God’s glory, and elsewhere in
the Scripture Jesus says that the very rocks would call out in praise of God
if people failed to do so. Paul testifies that the ways of God can be
discerned through what has been made, and indeed as we watch spring
dawn each year we can attest to the fact that God is one committed to
seeing life flourish.

The question our observation of the natural world leaves us with is, “How
does God ensure that life flourishes?”” And no amount of observation can
offer us the precise answer we receive through the reading of Scripture. In
the pages of the Bible we discover that Jesus Christ is how life flourishes.
Jesus, the incarnate Word of God, through whom all things were made, and
in whom all things are redeemed. As spring gives way to summer and we
reflect anew on the beauty of God’s world, let us remember the story that
makes all of what we see possible, the story of a God who loves the world
so much that God gave his only son, in order that through him all might
have life abundant.

Scott
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The History Committee is looking
for suggestions on what to putin
the cornerstone when it is opened.
Please give your suggestions to one of the
History Committee members (Joan Probst,
Sue Shuler, Janet Todd, Marty Greenleaf,

Jerry Phillips, or Carolyn Sacks).

Vacation Bible School will be held June 20 — 23.
Registration will be held Sunday June 19.

Come with us on a TRIP to NORWAY:

*New Friends
* Amazing New Culture
*Fun Games
*Unique Snacks
*Surprising adventures
* Incredible Music

Tell your children and grandchildren all about it. There
are music CDs available so children can learn the
songs. See Holly Urbine. We are in need of several
“Tour Guides”. Here is an opportunity to volunteer. Get
your passports ready!!

To the Pastor an@ongregation of Unign

Thank you for the prayer, cards, phone
calls, kind words and the delicious food
delivered in the passing of my father. It we
all truly appreciated.

Joyce Letterman

To Our Union Family,

Wewould like to thank everyone for the
cards,prayersand Scott for hislpone calls
and visitsilnessuring LC

Janet Stewart

Union Members,

| would like to say thank you for the gift
cards, they came in very handy. Also for tl
use of the wheelchair as it came in handy
well. I am blessed to have so many people
having me in their thoughts and prayers
and may God bless each and every one o
you. Cindy Galgon
(Edgar & Bl anche

We were unable to get to church at Union
on Easter this year. So many of our
residents requested that an Easter Sunda
morning sevice be provided here. | was
able to provide an Easter morning service
which went well and we were glad. Thank
you for the cards, visits, and prayers that
encouraged. Christ Is Risen. He is risen
indeed!

Sincerely,

Jack & Valaria Ferguson



MARCH 2016: 200 YEARS OF UNION PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Today | am going to talk about a part of our building we walk past and marvel at all the time
but don't know much about. When the second floor was added in 1898 it was decided to add
stained glass windows. Many people offered to sponsor windows in memory or honor of loved ones. Every
window has a memorial name on it. We see these names and wonder who they were. Today | am going to tell
you who these beautiful windows honored.

Starting over in the corner at the sound booth is James Patterson, 1796-1872. He was easy to find
because he is a relative of mine. In fact my great great grandfather was Dr. Robert Patterson Greenleaf. As a
twist of fate, my son Robert Greenleaf is also a surgeon. Our Organ console was donated by a descendant of
the Patterson family who will be mentioned with another window.

The next window is William S Davis, 1803-1887. He was an elder for 12 years immediately following
the civil war. He was one of the original founders of the Union Cemetery Assoc. and his home was what
many of us know as the Ted and Barb Pyle farm off Liberty lane overlooking the Octoraro creek. Ray Steen
lives there now.

Next is Samuel Morrison. The Morrison family owned a huge tract of land from 472 to Rosedale Rd
along the aptly named Morrison Mill Rd. He was an elder during the civil war. His children were a dentist, a
Pres. Minister, a civil war veteran and an elder at Union. He had a brother that was the second minister at
UPC, another that was a doctor and one that was a Methodist minister. (He was the black sheep of the family)

Next is Sarah Andrews Holmes, one of only 2 women named on the windows. She was the wife of
John Holmes. He paid someone $300 to take his place in the civil war, a common practice at the time. He had
2 brothers who WERE in the war, one on each side. The Robert Holmes of our generation is the 7"
generation on their family farm.

The next window honors Joseph White, 1825-1894. He was treasure of the board of trustees in 1859.
He was a carriage builder. Five generations of Whites attended UPC.

The last window on the west side honors Rev. Samuel Dickey. He was Unions pastor from 1844-1851.
He was the son of Reverend Ebenezer Dickey of the famous Oxford Dickey family. At that time they were
still in the small original church across the road. There was much growth during his pastorate and they added
15 feet to the end of the church. His salary was $200 per year. Later in his pastorate as the civil war was
nearing there was a large split in Union Presbyterian Church. Many members were aggrieved by the position
taken by presbytery concerning slavery and left and started the Free Presbyterian Church in Andrews Bridge.
(Anything sound familiar here?) Most eventually came back and in 1940 that building was torn down and the
Current Andrews Bridge Mennonite church stands on that site. The Dickeys and Pattersons were early
founders and directors of the Lancaster, Oxford and Southern RR, affectionately known as the little old and
slow and their first engine, tiny old narrow gauge #1 was named the Samuel Dickey.

The west small round window behind me is A Tribute to Rev. Robert Kirk. He served as Unions
pastor from 1891 immediately following his graduation from Princeton seminary until 1905. Union’s
congregation grew so much during his pastorate that it was deemed necessary to add this second floor to the
building. He was an excellent mechanic and oversaw the construction of the sanctuary and personally
constructed the oak staircase to the second floor. Rev. Kirk left Union for the Olivet Presbyterian church in
Reading, PA

The round front window on the right honors Nancy Elizabeth Richardson. Her father James
Richardson was an elder starting in 1859. She was the leader of the choir for many years until her untimely
death at age 37 to tuberculosis. Her many friends remembered her by placing the memorial window above
the choir loft. Her family owned farmland adjoining the church and cemetery and in 1874 sold 90 perches of
land to the directors of the colerain public schools. The one room school still stands on this lot. Next month |
will discuss the other row.
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2016 GeneraFund Income/Expense Trend

January February March April

Income

Beginning Balance $17,328.43 S$12,931.45 S$15,785.92 S$13,886.41
Deposits $14,065.07 $21,035.10 $18,686.63

Interest $2.46 $1.22 $0.71

Total Available $31,395.96  $33,967.77 S34,473.26

Disbursements

Mission/Benevolences/Outreach $2,607.79 $994.27 $1,844.28
Staff $11,155.06 $10,715.96  $10,946.60
General Operating/Property $4,701.66 $6,471.62 $7,795.97
Total Expenses $18,464.51 $18,181.85 $20,586.85
Ending Balance $12,931.45 $15,785.92 $13,886.41

Please note that in only one of the above three months so far this year, did our income exceed
monthly expenses.

Community Fellowship Dinner

Plea.se You are cordially invited to join us for our Community Fellowship Dinner at
Y n," 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 22, 2016, for our continuing celebration of our

' 200™ Anniversary.
Usi

Our program will feature Bob Trimble, organist. He will entertain us with
special music on our newly refurbished, 85 year old organ. We will also have
a display of Union’s historical artifacts.

We would appreciate your reservations by Monday, May 9, 2016. You may
call the church at 717-529-2000 or Sue Shuler at 610-932-2293.




I Session Highlights April 12, 2016

Pastor Scott began the meeting by providing the evening’s agenda and on the back he had a copy
of the Elder Covenant. We all reread the covenant and discussed the areas we felt were most
important to us as individual session members and our walk with Christ. Following the
discussion, Scott opened the meeting with prayer.

We had many items of business, but the most important/interesting part of our meeting was the
many praises for March and April. For example:

1 Young Adult/Young Family gathering at Katy and Jon Armstrong’s home was lots of fun.
There were 9 adults and 7 children who attended and they have plans to meet again and
have a bon-fire.

Girl Scout Sunday and the Choir Festival were enjoyed by all.

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and two Easter services were well attended and a blessing

for all who attended.

 Pastor Scott and the deacons planned a service on Sunday, April 10" at QPRC. There were
27 people and this included residents, their families, and Union folks. Pastor Scott
preached a special sermon and served Communion to everyone. Mikhal played the guitar
and 2 favorite hymns were sung by all. Joan Whiteside provided homemade cookies, and
cold drinks.

T Bill and Julie Kistler attended Union for the first time April 10™. They have just retired and
have moved to Quarryville. Following the service he went up to Brenda and talked to her
about our organ. He is an organist and after some discussion he agreed to play on Sunday
April 17, 2016. He played the organ and Brenda was impressed with his skill. He is
interested in being a part time organist. (Bob has agreed to play 2 Sundays a month.)

1 Union’s web site is running very well. Thank you to Julie Walton. She is busy adding
more information as time goes by, but if you have a computer, check it out.
(unionpres.com) It is very well done.

1 Elder Phillips reported that the benevolent budget was approved and Ruth Lefever has sent

most of the checks to the recipients.

A Hospitality Committee will be meeting soon with some new ideas for Fellowship.

The monthly prayer meeting is the first Wednesday of each month and after three months,

prayers are being answered. (The successful prayer vigil the weekend of Easter was also a

huge success.) God is good.

= =2

= =4

Sue Shuler
Clerk



(]

10

11

12

13

15
16
18

21
22
23
24
25
28

30

Jeanne Tucker
Lee Ferguson

Jay N. Hastings
Laura Beth Pyle
Hazel Shoemaker
Jay A. Hastings
Kathy Croyle
Kenneth Shoemaker
Christine Pickel
Kevin Graver
Donna Law
Justine Weber
Paul Shivery, Jr.
Michele Ferguson
Dana Nixon

Marc Shoemaker
Diane Shoemaker
Emily Rose Harrington
Jacqueline Miller
Willem Greer
Gerald Phillips
Riley McCardell
Kenna Mullins
Janet Supplee
John Pyle

Rachel deVitry
Betty Lou Weicksel
Amiee Brice

Ross Ferguson
Daryl Supplee, Jr.
Carolyn Sacks
Ronald Scotten
Ken Miller, Jr.
Edna Yarnall

Joan Whiteside
Jeffrey Jackson Sr.
Larry Ray

Lectionary Passages

May 1
6th Sunday of Easter

Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67:1-7;
Revelation 21:10, 21:22-22:5;
John 14:23-29; John 5:1-9

May 5"
Ascension of the Lord

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:1-9;
Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53

May 8"
7th Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97:1-12;

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21;

John 17:20-26

May Flowers

May 15"
Day of Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
Romans 8:14-17;
John 14:8-17 (25-27)

May 22"
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8:1-9;
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15

May 31"
9" Sunday in Ordingy Time
1 Kings 18:20-21 (22-29) 30-39;
Psalm 96:1-13; Galatians 1:1-12;
Luke 7:1-10

May Greeters

1 Howard & Holly Urbine 1 Bill & Trudy Bard

8  (Still Available) 8 Scott & Kitty Greenleaf
15 (Still Available) 15 Milt & Joan Whiteside
22 Carolyn Sacks 22 Marty & Judy Greenleaf
29 (Still Available) 29 Edgar & Blanche Church
May Food Bank
%’”ij * Shampoo
% &mM
Yard Sale Ftrhlday May SWEEP program:
27 (Any flavor & any kind)

& Saturday, May 28"
THE UNION GARAGE SALE * * Single-Serve Pudding
EXTRAVAGANZA WILL BE HELD

MAY 27 AND 28 AT THE CHURCH

FROM 7 AM UNTIL NOON. GATHER

ITEMS YOU WISH TO DONATE AND

BRING THEM TO THE CHURCH
AFTER MAY 1. QUESTIONS CALL
JANET SUPPLEE 548-6288 OR
BETTY VASco 529-2528.

=

We are also now receiving

> diapers, wipes, and baby food
for our growing number of

LET'S MAKE THIS young families

"GARGANTUAN". 6

* Single-Serve Snack
Oatmeal




Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you; you are gentle with us as a mother with her children.

Often you weep over our sins and our pride; tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgment. You
comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds; in sickness you nurse us, and with pure milk you feed us.
Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life; by your anguish and labor we come forth in joy. In your
mercy heal us; in your love and tenderness remake us. In your compassion, bring grace and forgiveness.
—Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109)

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 Ascension Day |6 7
9:00 Sunday School 9:00 Art Class National Day of Prayer
9:45 Fellowship
10:00 Worship 5:30 Ground Zero
7:00 Trustee Mtg. 6:30 Girl Scouts 7:00 Fellowship of
Prayer
8 NEWSLETTER DEADI 9 10 11 12 13 14
a2iKSNRa 51 & 9:00 Art Class
9:00 Sunday School 1:00 Circle #1 9:00 Deacons Mtg.
9:45 Fellowship 1:00 Circle #2
10:00 Worship (Memorials) 6:30 Girl Scouts 5:30 Ground Zero
7:00 Circle #3 7:00 Session Mtg.
15 Pentecost/Communion 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 Sunday School 9:00 MSWW 9:00 Art Class
9:45 Fellowship Breakfast 5:30 Ground Zero
10:00 Worship
6:30 Girl Scouts
22 Trinity Sunday 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 Sunday School 9:00 Art Class 7:00 - NOON 7:00 - NOON
9:45 Fellowship YARD SALE YARD SALE
10:00 Worship 6:30 Girl Scouts 5:30 Ground Zero W

5:00 Community Dinner

29 30 Memorial Day 31
9:00 Sunday School
9:45 Fellowship
10:00 Worship




May You Savor Each Precious Moment

It seems like so often in these newsletters | update you on what is happening within Ground Zero
Youth Ministry as well as what 1 am personally learning. Again this month, | want to share with you about
something | have been learning. | am truly blessed to be in a working environment where | am consistently
learning about a variety of things. As of late, | have been learning and experiencing so much in regards to
change.

While working with teenagers, one has the opportunity to experience a lot of change. Teenagers are
literally constantly changing. Their taste in music and favorite bands changes frequently as well as their
interest of what’s on Netflix and what types of video games they are interested in. They change their mind
about every little thing so very often. One day they are best friends with someone and the next are worse
enemies, one minute they are dating someone and the next writing a sad breakup song on Facebook, one time
they love buffalo chicken pizza and the next they decide it’s too spicy and want nothing to do with it. The
only thing constant in life (especially a life working with teens) is change.

Change | have noticed among some of our teenagers takes place in things like their personal interests—
some, who in the past never really enjoyed sports are now actively involved in track and field and love it.
Some, who could never seem to get the hang of science are now in chemistry class and love every part of it.
Some, who loved science are now in chemistry class and despise every part of it. This may come as a surprise,
but even some of the middle school students have recently had changes in their interests as the opposite
gender is becoming less and less weird and gross and more and more attractive and desirable.

Change also takes place in physical features and personality traits. It seems like throughout the weeks
and month physical changes have been so easy to recognize. | notice how there are now hardly any students
that are shorter than me, I notice the little pimples breaking out on their faces, the hair shooting out of the
guys’ armpits and even under their chins! | have noticed changes in their personality as some are becoming far
more outgoing and outspoken and some are becoming slower to speak and act and choosing to think before
the do either. Some have even changed so much in how they serve and love others; | have seen selfish,
narcissistic teenagers be transformed into individuals who care more about the interests of others than they do
about themselves. And finally, | have certainly seen changes in how these students love the Lord and live that
out in their own personal lives. Some students who were very devoted and faithful in their faith when I first
arrived 2.5 years ago have since stopped attending and some have fallen away from their faith. On the flip side
however, we have new students step into our Wednesday night program every single week and we have seen a
solid group of faithful, consistent students grow incredibly in their relationship with the Lord!

Change is happening all around me in countless different ways. To be honest however, I’'m not sure if |
would have sat down and actually took time to think about all these changes if it wasn’t for the recognition of
all the physical changes. I recently attended a soccer game of some of the middle school girls that | coached
for two seasons. In fact, the first season | coached they all seemed like tiny little sixth graders. At that point
none of them were involved in GZ and | was still relatively new to the area and very new to my coaching
career. However, we were able to grow with each other throughout the season and my relationship with these
girls went deeper than just the soccer field. In fact, most of them started attending GZ and have been there
consistently since that first season of soccer together.

Anyhow, | am not coaching them this season but was able to attend their first game. As | was sitting on
the sideline watching them play I realized how much bigger they look now as eighth graders compared to
when | first met them as sixth graders. | also realized how their faces and bodies have changed. They didn’t
just look like little girls with ponytails running around on a field. Now they look like young ladies with



ponytails running around on a field. Since that realization, | have been very attentive to all the changes that
have been and are currently happening. By the time | leave GZ, | will have been here nearly three years. Three
years doesn’t seem like a long time in the grand scheme of things but in these years I have encountered so
much change within the lives of these students. Physical change, personality change, interest change, lifestyle
change, family change and many other sorts of changes are ones that | have experienced.

As I have been contemplating all the change, I have realized how much I have missed or haven’t really
taken notice to. It is so easy for us to get so caught up in our everyday tasks and the chaos of life that we miss
opportunities to simply savor the little changes happening each day. However, as | sat on the sidelines of the
soccer field and began to notice the changes in those young ladies, | realized that | have had the incredible
blessing to be a part of many very exciting, life-altering changes with these students. It’s something that I
have taken for granted and have given little thought to up until this point. But now, | am challenged and
motivated to celebrate and savor each precious moment I have with my students and others while I still have
the opportunity.

Though it may be a challenge given often, | want to encourage you to also take part in recognizing the
change happening in the people all around you while you have the opportunity to do so. Be careful not to get
caught up in the busyness and chaos of life so much so that you miss out on scraggly chin hair, pimply faces,
deepening voices and growth spurts. Many changes only take place for a period of time and we should be
quick to savor and enjoy that time while we can.

Reveling in the changes,

Taryn

Prayer Vigil

-
Union was covered in prayer for

35 hours over Easter.

Thank you to all that participated.

BLANKET CALL

The opportunity is yours, if you wish to help someone
who has very little or nothing. Give them a blanket
that will serve as a shelter, warmth, a pillow, and a

friend. You may do this by donating to Blanket

Sunday” on Sunday, May 8". Envelopes will be in the

bulletin or you may send a donation to the church
marked "Blanket Sunday". Many Thanks!

Please let us know if
you are a senior graduating this year.
You may contact the office at 529-
2000 or at UPC@epix.net.
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ORDER FORM F@HERANIUMS

Those who would like to give Geraniums should complete this form and return it by
Sunday, May 8".

Name

Address

Phone Number

Geraniums are $2.25 each Number ordered @ S2.25=S

Please make checks payable to Union Presbyterian Church.
Attach your check to this form and mail both to:

Union Presbyterian Church
5637 Street Road
Kirkwood, PA 17536

Or you may give your check and order form to Arlene Hastings.
10



